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Victorian Wonderlands of Crags, Caves and Cascades — Jane Scotchmer

The Victorian era is known for its incredible scale of industrialisation and urbanisation, but
gardens and landscapes were also subject to those impressive ambitions for grand
designs. Jane Scotchmer, an avid enthusiast of Victoriana, transported us on a journey
through Victorian Wonderlands of Crags, Caves and Cascades.

Moneyed Victorians, no doubt inspired by the grand tour and tales from afar, transformed
their estates into flights of fancy, building audacious rock formations, waterfalls, tunnels
and grottoes. For example, at Hoole House in Cheshire, Dame Eliza Broughton recreated
the Alps in her garden placing vast rocks to represent the mountains and ice fields of
Chamonix. And Friar Park in Henley, a gothic estate, features a network of man-made
grottoes and a replica Matterhorn made from Derbyshire sandstone and rock crystals
imported from Switzerland. One reviewer described the garden as “an alpine peepshow
which might serve as a sixpence attraction at Earls Court”. Unfortunately the estate fell
into disrepair, until it was bought and restored by George Harrison in the 1970s who fell in
love with the place and its gnomes.

It turns out the first garden gnomes to arrive in the UK were
brought over from Germany by Sir Charles Isham in 1847,
placing them around the grounds of Lamport Hall in a variety
of tableaus, believing them to wander about at night!
Unfortunately Charles’ daughters did not share his enthusiasm
for gnomes and after his demise took pot shots at them. Only
one survived; Lampy now lives safely in a glass case, gnome
alone, insured for one million pounds.




Some estates were opened to the public, even featuring Victorian ticket offices.
Hawkstone Park Follies in Shropshire was one of the most visited parks in the 19" century
and visitors can still explore its gullies, follies, crags, grottoes and The Awful Precipice
today. Likewise Biddulph Grange in Staffordshire is now National Trust and is one of the
finest surviving Victorian gardens in England. Inspired by the Great Exhibition of 1851, it
features a series of courts linked by inventive walkways, including The Egypt Court and a
China Garden complete with pagoda, golden water buffalo and replica of the Great Wall of
China!

Jane provided us with many more inspiring ideas for garden visits, and whether your
tastes are picturesque landscape or gardenesque natural, we left feeling somewhat in awe
of those Victorian ventures.




