
 

  

 
 

Brenchley & Matfield Horticultural Society – Talk – 12th November 2025 
 

Winter Interest in the Garden – Kevin Tooher 

 
“Who looks at their garden on Christmas Day and likes what they see”?  Most of us 
shuffled in our seats and looked a bit sheepish. This somewhat tricky question was posed 
to the Horticultural Society by Kevin Tooher, aka Sir Plantalot, who amongst other things, 
teaches horticulture and is a man on a mission to help the people of Kent enjoy gardening. 
 
Kevin set to work to enlighten us on the many ways to brighten up our gardens for the 
darkest days of winter and inspired us with the words of Vita Sackville-West… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A key ingredient for an interesting winter garden is a healthy smattering of evergreens, 
ideally around a third of your planting, with carefully placed variegated varieties and winter 
flowering plants and trees.  Winter flowers are typically petite, but often make up for this 
with more fragrance to attract those scarcer pollinators that brave the colder months.  We 
were encouraged to allow berries and hips to remain and flourish, if we stop dead-heading 
roses from 1st September this not only allows them more time to rest, but means they will 
reward us with a display of vibrant rosehips. Trim hellebore leaves back in November, to 
help avoid black spot and reveal the lovely flowers for Christmas.  We were introduced to 
winter flowering varieties of cherry trees (reminded to prune these only from May to 
August), witch-hazels, erica heathers, cyclamens, honeysuckles, clematis and jasmines, 
as well as many exotic species such as the hardy correa backhouseana, aka the 
Australian fuchsia, which produces pretty bell flowers in winter.  
 

         
 
Kevin enthused with us about structural grasses, trees with striking bark and shrubs with 
colourful stems.  He suggested that we preserve the natural shape of plants, where 
possible trimming by taking out 1 in 3 stems down to the base, allowing features to be 
seen.  Holly trees are a wonderful addition to a winter garden, but worth knowing the 
golden queen is a male variety so without berries, the golden king is female!   
 

 
Gardener, if you listen, listen well 
Plant for your winter pleasure, when the months 
Dishearten, plant to find a fragile note 
Touched from the brittle violin of frost 
 

 



 

  

 
 

 
Our talk wrapped up with some scenes from the spectacularly rainbowesque Anglesey 
Abbey winter garden, to really give us something to aim for!  Kevin’s own garden in 
Whitstable is open under the national garden scheme and he kindly welcomed our society 
to visit.  I think we’ll take him up on that. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


